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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

FIRST FLOOR, COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CITY 1 BUILDING, 300 N. CAMPBELL STREET 

MARCH 19, 2018, 4:00 P.M. 

 

The El Paso Historic Landmark Commission held a public hearing in the Council 

Chambers, City 1 Building, 300 N. Campbell Street, March 19, 2018, 4:00 p.m. 

 

The following commissioners were present: 

Chairman D.J. Sevigny 

Vice-Chairman Sam Trimble 

Commissioner Vicki Hamilton 

Commissioner Sherry Knapp Mowles 

Commissioner Charles Stapler 

Commissioner Kelly Blough 

Commissioner Don Luciano 

Commissioner Sergio Ramos 

 

The following commissioners were not present: 

Commissioner Geoffrey Wright 

 

The following City staff members were present: 

Ms. Providencia Velázquez, Historic Preservation Officer, Economic & International 

Development 

Mr. Omar DeLaRosa, Assistant City Attorney, City Attorney’s office 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Sevigny called the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m., quorum present. 

 

CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

None 

 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Chairman Sevigny asked if anyone present would like to address the Commission on 

issues not posted on the agenda.  There was no response. 
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1. PHAP18-00005 98 Government Hill 18 & 19 (7000 sq. ft.), City of El 

Paso, El Paso County, Texas 

Location: 4536 Trowbridge Drive 

Historic District: Austin Terrace 

Property Owner: Daniel Pepper and Manuel Solis, Jr. 

Representative: Daniel Pepper 

Representative District: 2 

Existing Zoning:  R-4/H (Residential/Historic) 

Year Built: 1940 

Historic Status: Contributing 

Request: Certificate of Appropriateness for the replacement of a 

casement window with a slider window 

Application Filed:  03/09/18 

45 Day Expiration: 04/16/18 

 

Ms. Velázquez gave a presentation and responded to comments and questions from 

Commissioners. 

 

4536 
trowbridge.pptx

 
 

 

Ms. Velázquez read the staff recommendations into the record: 

 

The Historic Preservation Office recommends APPROVAL of the proposed scope of work 

based on the following recommendations: 

 

The Design Guidelines for El Paso’s Historic Districts, Sites, and Properties recommend the 

following: 

• If windows are damaged beyond repair, replacement windows should match the type 

(such as double hung), style (for example six panes over six panes), and finish (paint). 

• Doors and windows are considered important character-defining features because of 

significant detailing. 

• Installation of windows similar to the original in appearance and structural purpose, 

regardless of construction materials is permitted. 
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• Windows in secondary façades shall be reviewed on a case by case basis. 

• Do not use single pane picture windows or horizontal sliding windows if they are not 

the original window types. 

• When repair is not feasible, door and window products will be reviewed on an 

individual basis using the following criteria: 

a. Architectural and historical compatibility 

b. Comparison to original profile 

c. Level of significance of original doors and windows to the architectural style 

of the building 

d. Three dimensional exterior applied muntins that simulate or match the 

original muntins may be approved.  Single dimension interior applied 

muntins are not appropriate. 

 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation recommend the following: 

• Where the severity of deterioration requires placement of a distinctive feature, the new 

feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and where possible, materials. 

• Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced.  Where the 

severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature 

shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where 

possible, materials.  Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by 

documentary, physical or pictorial evidence. 

 

David Pepper, homeowner, commented on the proposed muntins. 

 

MOTION: 

Motion made by Chairman Sevigny, seconded by Commissioner Stapler AND 

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO APPROVE THE SCOPE OF WORK AS STATED. 
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2. PHAP18-00006 129 Government Hill 19 & 20 (6415 sq. ft.), City of El 

Paso, El Paso County, Texas 

Location: 4705 Caples Circle 

Historic District: Austin Terrae 

Property Owner: Jose Preciado 

Representative: Jose Preciado 

Representative District: 2 

Existing Zoning:  R-4/H (Residential/Historic) 

Year Built: 1949 

Historic Status: Non-Contributing 

Request: Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of an 

air conditioning unit on the roof 

Application Filed:  03/09/18 

45 Day Expiration: 04/16/18 

 

Ms. Velázquez gave a presentation and responded to comments and questions from 

Commissioners. 

 

4705 caples.pptx

 
 

Ms. Velázquez read the staff recommendations into the record: 

 

The Historic Preservation Office recommends APPROVALWITH A MODIFICATION of 

the proposed scope of work based on the following recommendations: 

 

The Design Guidelines for El Paso’s Historic Districts, Sites, and Properties recommend the 

following: 

• The installation of mechanical equipment, such as air conditioning units, television, 

radio antennae, satellite dishes, and solar panels often results in a visually cluttered 

appearance to a building’s exterior. 

  



 

Economic & International Development 

City 3 | 801 Texas Avenue | El Paso, Texas 79901 | (915) 212-0094 

ED@elpasotexas.gov 

 

Economic & International Development Department Page 5 of 15 

 

• Mechanical equipment should be installed in the least-visibly obtrusive location on the 

building, preferably at the rear of the building. 

• In no case should mechanical equipment be installed on a visually prominent point on 

a roof or where it becomes the most noticeable component of the building. 

• If a new mechanical system is needed, install it so that it causes the least amount of 

alteration to the building’s exterior façades, historic building fabric, and site features. 

• Locate new mechanical equipment and utilities, including heating and air-

conditioning units, meters, exposed pipes, and fuel tanks, in the most inconspicuous 

area, usually along a building’s rear façade, screened from the public view. 

• It is not appropriate to install mechanical equipment in locations that compromise 

character-defining roofs or on roof slopes that are prominently visible from the street. 

 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation recommend the following: 

• New construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial 

relationships that characterize the property. 

• New construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, 

the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be 

unimpaired. 

 

THE MODIFICATION IS THAT THE UNIT BE RELOCATED TO THE BACK YARD 

WHERE IT WILL NOT BE VISIBLE FROM THE RIGHT-OF-WAY. 

 

Emmanuel Diaz, Owner / CEO, Diaz Services Heating & Cooling explained the two 

existing units were removed.  Additionally, he felt that relocating the new unit toward 

the rear of the building would cause the new unit to be more visible than the current 

location.  Mr. Diaz responded to comments and questions from commissioners. 

 

Ms. Velázquez reminded commissioners of a similar case brought before commissioners 

whereby commissioners approved the request with the caveat that the owner paint 

the unit the color of the building. 

 

MOTION: 

Motion made by Commissioner Stapler, seconded by Commissioner Luciano TO 

APPROVE THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE STAFF PROVIDED THAT OWNER 

PAINT THAT UNIT AND THE DUCT WORK THE SAME COLOR AS THE HOUSE. 
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Ms. Velázquez reminded commissioners the recommendation is that the unit be relocated to the 

backyard.  The motion language would not include “to approve the recommendations of the staff.” 

 

Chairman Sevigny reminded commissioners that the removal of the two units and 

installation of the new unit was not approved by the commission. 

 

To remedy the situation, Mr. Diaz suggested: 

1. Move the unit back and run the return to the front, or: 

2. Paint the unit 

 

 

Commissioner Luciano amended the previous motion THAT HE DOES THE FRONT 

OF IT THERE, LOWERS IT AND GETS RID OF IT SO THAT IT CAN’T BE SEEN 

FROM THE STREET AND THEN MOVE THE UNIT TO A BACK SPACE AND MAKE 

THE FRONT SPACE THE RETURN THERE.  Commissioner Stapler accepted the 

amendment to his motion. 

 

Ms. Velázquez requested commissioners clarify the amended motion language. 

 

Discussion amongst commissioners, staff and Mr. Diaz. 

 

After the discussion Commissioner Stapler withdrew his previous motions. 

 

MOTION: 

Motion made by Chairman Sevigny, seconded by Commissioner Stapler AND 

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO APPROVE THE SCOPE OF WORK WITH THE 

FOLLOWING MODIFICATIONS: 

 

1. TO MOVE THE PACKAGE UNIT FIVE FEET BACK FROM ITS PRESENT 

LOCATION; 

2. RECONNECT THE UNIT AND THE PENETRATION WITH NEW RETURN 

DUCT WORK; 

3. INSTALL LOW PROFILE SUPPLY DUCTS ELSEWHERE; AND 

4. PAINT ANY EXPOSED AREAS, SEEN FROM THE STREET, THE SAME COLOR 

AS THE STRUCTURE. 
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3. PHAP18-00007 18 Sunset Heights w. ½ of 1 to 5 (7788 sq. ft.), City of El 

Paso, El Paso County, Texas 

Location: 905 W. Yandell Drive 

Historic District: Sunset Heights 

Property Owner: Eric Albarca 

Representative: Carlos Lievanos 

Representative District: 8 

Existing Zoning:  R-4/H (Residential/Historic) 

Year Built: 1923 

Historic Status: Landmark 

Request: Certificate of Appropriateness for the relocation of a 

retaining wall, removal of a portico, alteration of 

garage wall to accommodate a door and window, 

construction of a new wall and gate, construction of 

new parking spaces, and landscaping 

Application Filed:  03/09/18 

45 Day Expiration: 04/16/18 

 

Ms. Velázquez gave a presentation and responded to comments and questions from 

commissioners. 

 

905 w yandell.pptx

 
 

Ms. Velázquez read the staff recommendations into the record: 

 

The Historic Preservation Office recommends APPROVAL WITH A MODIFICATION of 

the proposed scope of work based on the following recommendations: 

 

The Design Guidelines for El Paso’s Historic Districts, Sites, and Properties recommend the 

following recommendations: 

• The recurrent alteration of solids and voids (walls to windows and doors) in the façade 

of a building establishes a pattern.  Architectural elements such as walls, porches, 

dormers, windows and doors should maintain the pattern and rhythm of the existing 

buildings. 
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• Where additional parking is necessary it should be located to the rear of the property 

as well 

• Construct new driveways and walkways in locations that required a minimum of 

alteration to historic site features such as landscaping, retaining walls, curbs, and 

sidewalks.  Usually driveways should lead directly to the rear of buildings and 

walkways should lead directly to the front steps of the house. 

• Select appropriate materials for new driveways including concrete tracks (narrow 

strips) and brick.  Concealing edging materials used for gravel driveways.  Keep new 

driveway aprons and curb cuts to the minimum width possible. 

• New parking areas should be designed to have a minimal effect on the neighborhood 

environment. 

• Construction of new fences, stairs, or sidewalk rails and replacement of older existing 

fences is allowed on historic properties provided that the proposed site feature is of a 

compatible material and scale. 

• Introduce new retaining walls constructed of brick, stone, or stucco covered concrete 

in a design consistent with the property and the neighborhood.  It is not appropriate 

to construct retaining walls of inappropriate materials such as landscape timbers, 

railroad ties, or concrete blocks where visible from the street. 

• Introduce new fences and walls compatible in material, design, scale, location, and size 

with original fences and walls in the historic district. 

• Retaining walls facing the street should be constructed according to the original design 

and materials. 

• The height of the proposed fence should complement the structure and should not 

obstruct the public’s view of the building.  Any proposed fence higher than 32” solid 

or 48” open, measured from ground level, at front property line or a side yard property 

line on a corner lot, shall be reviewed by the HLC.  Any proposed fence higher than 6 

ft., between buildings on an interior property line or across the rear property line, shall 

be reviewed by the HLC. 

• Windows in secondary façades shall be reviewed on a case by case basis. 

• Retain and preserve the pattern, arrangement, and dimensions of door and window 

openings on principal elevations.  Often the placement of doors and windows is an 

indicator of a particular architectural style, and therefore contributes to the building’s 

significance. 

• When repair is not feasible, door and window products will be reviewed on an 

individual basis using the following criteria: 

a. Architectural and historical compatibility 

b. Comparison to original profile 

c. Level of significance of original doors and windows to the architectural style 

of the building; 
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d. Three dimensional exterior applied muntins that simulate or match the 

original muntins may be approved.  Single dimension interior applied 

muntins are not appropriate. 

• High pressure washes are not recommended because porous masonry units and mortar 

may be damaged or washed away.  Sandblasting is NEVER recommended as it will 

permanently damage the masonry.  When mortar deteriorates re-pointing or replacing 

the mortar may be required.  Follow the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation when cleaning or repairing masonry. 

• If it is necessary to replace masonry, always use materials that match the color, size 

and texture of the masonry being replaced. 

• Previously painted surfaces that were painted prior to designation or with a permit 

may remain painted. 

• When repainting, select paint colors that are compatible with the historic building and 

district.  Enhance the features of a building through appropriate selection and 

placement of paint color consistent with its architectural style. 

• New construction should utilize doors and windows of compatible size, style, and 

material in an appropriate pattern so as not to detract from the historical significance 

of the existing building. 

• Doors and windows for new construction and additions should be compatible in 

proportion, location, shape, pattern, size, and details to existing units. 

• Select appropriate materials for patios, including wood, concrete, brick and stone to 

match the original. 

• Design and construct decks so that they may be removed in the future without damage 

to the historic structure. 

• When new landscaping is planned, it should be designed to complement the structure 

and the streetscape.  Materials which can be documented as being historic to the area 

should be given first priority. 

• Grass and sod may be removed from the front yards, side yards on a corner provided 

not more than 50% of the area is covered with gravel or other masonry.  The remaining 

50% must be covered with trees and living plants that provide ground cover. 

 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation recommend the following: 

• New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy 

historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. 

• Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 

craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved. 

• Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced.  Where the 

severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature 

shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where 

possible, materials.  Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by 

documentary physical, or pictorial evidence. 
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THE MODIFICATION IS THAT A DETAILED LANDSCAPING PLAN BE 

SUBMITTED BEFORE PERMITS ARE APPROVED AND THAT THE 

LANDSCAPING IN THE FRONT YARD CONFORM TO THE GUIDELINES. 

 

Carlos Lievanos, proposed property owner, responded to comments and questions 

from commissioners. 

 

MOTION: 

Motion made by Chairman Sevigny, seconded by Commissioner Luciano AND 

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS AS STATED: 

1. THAT A DETAILED LANDSCAPING PLAN BE SUBMITTED BEFORE 

PERMITS ARE APPROVED AND; 

2. THAT THE LANDSCAPING IN THE FRONT YARD CONFORM TO THE 

GUIDELINES. 
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4. PHAP18-00008 12 Mills 8.87 ft. on San Antonio 100 ft. on w 54.44 Ft on 

n 93.03 on Stanton (3222.11 sq. ft.), City of El Paso, El 

Paso County, Texas 

Location: 321 E. San Antonio Avenue 

Historic District: Downtown 

Property Owner: Yung Po Liu 

Representative: The Edge Contractors 

Representative District: 8 

Existing Zoning:  C-5/H (Commercial/Historic) 

Year Built: 1969 

Historic Status: Non-Contributing 

Request: Certificate of Appropriateness for the alteration of the 

storefronts and exterior wall texture 

Application Filed:  03/09/18 

45 Day Expiration: 04/16/18 

 

Ms. Velázquez gave a presentation and responded to comments and questions from 

commissioners. 

 

321 e san 
antonio.pptx

 
 

Ms. Velázquez read the staff recommendations into the record: 

 

The Historic Preservation Office recommends DENIAL of the proposed scope of work based on 

the following recommendations: 

 

The Downtown Historic District Design Guidelines recommend the following: 

• New construction should be compatible with existing historic materials and 

construction details. 

• Although a variety of different storefront styles exist within the historic district, the 

following guidelines, are flexible in that they focus towards all storefronts in general: 

Storefronts should be fabricated from wood, but metal storefronts will be 

acceptable provided that: 

The design complements the architectural style of the façade and the 

surrounding area.  Entry doors complement the structure’s architectural 

style. 
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• The original size, division and shape of display windows should be retained.  Glass 

should be transparent for pedestrian viewing. 

• Determine if the existing storefront is the original or a later alteration.  Preserve 

original materials or details and the shape of original openings (otherwise the 

proportions of the façade will be lost).  Replace missing original elements such as 

transom windows. 

• Generally, windows constitute the major element in creating the character of a 

building.  A window’s shape, size, placement and decorative trim are important 

contributing elements of a building’s character.  Consequently, windows should be 

preserved and protected against drastic alteration such as boarding or blocking up. 

• Windows beyond repair should be replaced to maintain the appearance of the original 

windows. 

• Replacement windows should match the same size of the original.  In other words, new 

windows should fill the entire space.  The practice of “blocking up” and/or “blocking 

down” existing window openings to fit a smaller standard size window should be 

avoided. 

• Generally, window glass should be clear.  Mirrored and reflective glass are not historic 

and should be avoided.  The same is true for any reflective-type window screening. 

• Non-contributing buildings may use materials which are compatible in texture and 

color with the predominant materials in neighboring landmarks or contributing 

buildings. 

• Retain existing masonry and mortar if possible.  If masonry must be replaced, match 

old material with new material as closely as possible (size, color, texture, etc.) 

• Retain original color and texture of masonry when possible. 

 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation recommend the following: 

• New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy 

historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. 

• Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 

craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved. 

• Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced.  Where the 

severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature 

shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where 

possible, materials.  Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by 

documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence. 
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Joe Parra, The Edge Contractors Inc., contractor representing the owner, responded to 

comments and questions from commissioners and staff. 

 

MOTION: 

Motion made by Chairman Sevigny, seconded by Commissioner Blough AND 

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO GO ALONG WITH THE STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION TO DENY THIS APPLICATION. 

 

 

5. Addresses of property HLC commissioners have requested that HLC staff review 

or investigate and provide a report to the HLC.  If no addresses are submitted in 

advance and listed under this agenda item, commissioners may announce such 

addresses under this agenda item.  Discussion on property announced at this 

meeting will take place during the next regularly scheduled meeting.  March 19, 

2018 deadline for HLC members to request for agenda items to be scheduled at the 

April 2, 2018 meeting.  April 2, 2018 deadline for HLC members to request for 

agenda items to be scheduled for the April 19, 2018 meeting. 

 

No address requests from commissioners. 

 

 

HLC Staff Report 

6. Update on Administrative Review Cases since last HLC meeting for the properties 

listed on the attachment posted with this agenda.  (See Attachment “A.”) 

 

No comments from commissioners. 

 

MOTION: 

Motion made by Chairman Sevigny, seconded by Vice-Chairman Trimble AND 

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO APPROVE THESE REVIEWS AS STATED. 

  



 

Economic & International Development 

City 3 | 801 Texas Avenue | El Paso, Texas 79901 | (915) 212-0094 

ED@elpasotexas.gov 

 

Economic & International Development Department Page 14 of 15 

 

Other Business – Discussion and Action 

7. Discussion and action on mandatory training for commissioners 

 

Please submit your paperwork to staff as soon as possible. 

 

Board Member 
Commissioner required trainings x4.docx

 
 

 

8. Discussion and action on Regular meeting minutes for February 5, 2018 

 

No available minutes. 

 

 

9. Discussion and action to set a time and date for the next work session meeting 

relating to Chapter 20.20 of the El Paso City Code 

 

Per the March 5th HLC meeting, the next work session meeting will be held 

Monday, March 26th, 4:00 p.m., 801 Texas, Muir Conference Room, second floor. 

 

MOTION: 

Motion made by Chairman Sevigny, seconded by Commissioner Stapler AND 

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO SET MONDAY, MARCH 26TH AT 4:00 P.M. AT 

CITY HALL 3 BE THE NEXT TIME AND DATE FOR THE SPECIAL WORK 

SESSION. 
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10. Discussion on the Historic Building Plaque Award 

 

Ms. Velázquez explained it was tentatively scheduled the presentation of the 

Historic Building Plaque Award to Mr. Lane Gaddy for tomorrow, Tuesday, 

March 20th; however, unfortunately, the property owner could not be there.  The 

presentation has been moved to the City Council meeting of Tuesday, April 17th.  

 

Chairman Sevigny would be available to attend. 

 

 

 

MOTION: 

Motion made by Chairman Sevigny, seconded by Commissioner Stapler AND 

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO ADJOURN AT 5:08 P.M. 


